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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
~~WSL~TT~12
100-1189 5 January 1988 Washington DC
TO DO MY BEST--SO HELP ME GOD. On January 2nd as your Congressman writes this
letter homeward, the 101st convening of the U S Congress is set to take place
on January 3, 1989. All Members of the House and of the Senate will come
together for the ceremonial first day of a new Congress.
In the U S House on January 3rd, all the Members (both returning and new
Members) will take the oath of office which binds them to their duty and to
the Constitution. For the thirteenth consecutive ti_. your Congres ...an viII
proudly repeat the oath of office and begin vorking again for hill South Tesas
area and its residents.
After taking the oath of office, the U.S. House will coml-lete one major
chore on January 4th. As the Cons t itut ion prescribes, we wi 11 open and then
count the Electoral College votes which will make official the selection of
our 41st President. The "Electors" won by Vice President Bush make certain
his victory when the Electoral College votes are counted. As an historical
aside--it is the Vice Presid-ent - (acting as President of the U.S. Senate) who
officially declares the new President after the counting of the Electoral College
votes. Since Vice President Bush is also the President of the Senate, he will
declare himself the new President.
Below I reprint the oath of office for all to see. It means a great deal
to me--and taking this oath is a very solemn moment for me. It commits me
to my constituents and to my duty--always with enormous pride and seriousness.
"I, Kika de la Garza, do sclemnly swear that I
will support and defer.d the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that I will well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am about to ente,.
So help me God."
My constituents honor me when they return me to the Congress as their
U S Representative. It is an honor that humbles me beyond any other event
in my life. And when I repeat the words of the oath, I take their meaning
into my heart and soul ar.d this is the light that guides me on behalf of South
Texas and the people who have placed their trust in me--so help me God.
it it it
------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515------
KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------- ,
FEAST OF THE THREE KINGS. Our neighbors in Mexico, a~d southward, observe
ChI istmas Day and the birth of the Christ child much as we do--except they
do not have what we call Santa Claus.
The giving of gifts to their children is reserved for the sixth day of
January in a celebratian known as The Feast of the Three Kings.
Three lings' Day is a time of great festivals in Mexico and many other
foreign countries. It is traditionally the day on which we remember the visit
of the three wise men, or Magi, to the Bethlehem manger in which the newborn
Lord was resting. The em~·hasis is on the children because of the n,;ture of
the visit to the Christ child by the Three Kings.
Our cultures are now very mixed in Texas a~d the southwestern U.S., although
in many are,s people will observe both Christmas Day and Three Kings' Day in
a mixture of Santa Claus and the Three Kings.
We are renewed in spirit during these times of good will, and your
Congressma~ wishes everything good in life to our nt ighbors and friends who
will soon celebrate the Fe,st of the Three Kings.
# # #
------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20615------
